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PRESS RELEASE

GFS Platform leaves the Island after over 100 years
After 117 years presence on the Isle of Wight, GFS Platform regrets to announce that due to financial constraints it has been forced to close down its project supporting young women and their children.
GFS Platform (also known as the Girls’ Friendly Society) was founded in 1873 and has been on the Island since 1893 when the society was given Winchester House (Sandown Bay). The building was originally intended to be a children’s hospital but the plan had to be abandoned due to insufficient finances and it was gifted to GFS. GFS Girls and Young women from all over England and Wales would visit for ‘retreat and spiritual strengthening’. In those days GFS looked to befriend and support young women going into domestic service and not only provided a meeting place for them but also assisted young women to find work and to move easily between employers. GFS gave women the opportunity to be educated and entertained. Their work soon extended to cover factory and workhouse girls as well as domestic servants. Later on, Winchester House was used as a holiday home for schools, youth groups, churches and Mother Unions as well as GFS girls and young women. 
In 1989, GFS Platform started to work specifically with young mothers and their children in areas of high teenage pregnancy across the UK, supporting those most in need.  GFS Platform has been working with young mums on the Island since 2000.
The background and values of GFS Platform are still evident in our work today.  GFS Platform aims to give girls and young women the opportunity to grow in confidence and self-esteem, to develop their potential and to value themselves and others equally.  GFS Platform is today working with young mothers to help them regain lost confidence and self-esteem and to start to turn their lives around.
Many of the young women who have accessed the project on the island over the last 10 years have underachieved at school and have few or no qualifications. Many lack confidence and resources to pursue education via the usual channels.  GFS Platform offered young mothers a unique service enabling them to receive advice and support on a range of issue, meet other young mums, and take part in informal and formal education programmes. Young women took part in a range of education programmes such as English, Maths, Healthy Living, Positive Activities, ASDAN accredited courses, sexual health, contraception and IT.
'I’ve become so much more confident. Before GFS I was just at home doing nothing. GFS has changed my life, it’s great to meet friends who are just like me  ' young mum, aged 19.
The project will be greatly missed by the young women, their children and the wider community. GFS Platform would like to thank all those individuals and organisations that have supported us over the years. 
For further information contact: Karen Kemmis-Betty at GFS Platform on 020 75201798 or 020 7837 9669 or karen.kemmis-betty@gfsplatform.org.uk

NOTES TO EDITORS

1. GFS Platform provides respect, encouragement and skills for girls, young women and young mothers. Working with those aged 6 to 25 years old (with an emphasis on 11+), GFS Platform offers a range of activities and support programmes in a variety of settings. Programmes include outreach services, out of hours provision (weekends and evenings) and acts as advocate for girls, young women and young mothers. The organisation offers them opportunities to develop their potential, pursue aspirations, grow in confidence, and to learn to value themselves and others equally.
2. GFS Platform supports up to 1,000 girls and young women every week, through three community projects that support pregnant young women and young mothers aged 14 to 25 years. It also runs 33 voluntary youth work branches in England and Wales.
3. GFS Platform’s three community projects are in areas of high deprivation where there are high rates of teenage pregnancy. 
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